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Passenger Watchdog welcomes Network Rail assessment, but calls for greater urgency in delivery

Travelwatch East Midlands (formerly EMPTUF) members have given a cautious welcome to the recently released business plan from Network Rail covering the East Midlands and the Midland Main Line services. 

The plan sets out a programme of track and signalling renewals until 2009 updating or replacing outdated equipment.. The doubling of train capacity between Leicester and Nuneaton is a particularly welcome enhancement.

However, we have real concerns that in other cases, despite having identified where serious deficiencies reduce the reliability of key train services, Network Rail is still not treating them with sufficient urgency or committing to firm dates for improvement. These include:

· Nottingham station which though heavily congested, is not scheduled for re-signalling until 2010/2011; 

· Trent East Junction, where lines from Nottingham, Leicester, Derby and Toton meet – only listed as “investment under consideration” and similarly 

· Improvements between Kettering and Bedford and at Bedford station. 

With a new rail franchise due to provide most train services in the East Midlands from November 2007, we feel that these acknowledged capacity constraints should be given a firm date for resolution. 

Alan Meredith (TravelWatch – East Midlands Chairman) said “Our recent surveys show that reliability and punctuality of their train services are the most important issues for East Midlands passengers and these can only be achieved by real investment today”. 

On Friday 19th May, TravelWatch East Midlands is organising a seminar on the new franchise at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Nottingham, at which all stakeholders and rail user groups are invited to be represented. 

Entitled The new East Midlands rail franchise – an opportunity or a threat, - the event will give stakeholders and rail user groups alike an opportunity to discuss their services and make “the case for rail” as key part of the East Midlands transport infrastructure. Anyone requiring more information should visit the TravelWatch website www.emptuf.org.uk for details.

For more details contact: either:        Stephen Abbott on 01858 466629: 

        




   or Roger Bacon on 0115  9217814

ENDS
Notes for Editors:

Network Rail recently published its latest Business Plan – for 2006. The critical section for East Midlands passengers is that for “Route 19 - Midland Main Line and East Midlands”. Copies of the Business Plan are available at the company’s website: www.networkrail.co.uk
TravelWatch East Midlands is the new public name of EMPTUF (the East Midlands Passenger Transport Users Forum) an alliance of groups representing the consumer interest across all modes of public transport.  

An independent body, we aim both to represent the interests and concerns of public transport passengers across all forms of transport & to assist local and regional authorities’ work towards an integrated and seamless quality public transport network for the East Midlands region. We have received support from the East Midlands Development Agency (EMDA), Regional Assembly and local authorities.

TravelWatch East Midlands’ mission is to champion public transport so that it becomes:

· Accessible to everyone – including the mobility impaired

· Affordable and socially inclusive

· Available when and where needed

· Acceptable to all, whatever mode is chosen

· Attractive – with high quality of services and reliable information

We have nearly 300 participants across the East Midlands, from some 60 organisations, we bring together for the first time within a single body, representative groups of bus, rail, light rail and other passengers.

You can visit our website @  www.emptuf.org.uk/
Or contact:

Chairman - Alan Meredith

e-mail: @ chair@emptuf.org.uk  tel: 0116 2303895
or

Secretary
 - Stephen Abbott

e-mail: secretary@emptuf.org.uk
